SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2020 BY REMOTE CONFERENCING (ZOOM)

MEETING HELD UNDER THE TERMS OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND POLICE AND CRIME PANELS (CORONAVIRUS) (FLEXIBILITY OF AUTHORITY AND POLICE AND CRIME PANEL MEETINGS) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2020
PRESENT: Councillors M Webberley (Chairman), L Gasson (Vice-Chairman), P Aaron, R McNamara, K Ridout, I Suter, Footpaths Officer G Rains, Clerk D Green

In addition, there were seven members of the public present.
642.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Batstone
643. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
644. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2020 were approved.
645. MATTERS ARISING: 

The Chairman noted that the issue of the Tommy soldier had been rather controversial and whilst there had been some expressions of support for the temporary siting of the soldier at the War Memorial, the overwhelming majority of opinions received were in support of the permanent siting of the ‘Tommy’. Cllr McNamara felt though that it was important to take account of the feelings of the families of those who had relatives who served in both wars as to how they felt that the War Memorial should be maintained. Cllr Suter noted that the majority of those who had expressed an opinion to him had been in support of the permanent siting; he also thought that any further commemoration ideas should only be progressed when the matter of the siting of the Tommy had been resolved.
The Chairman proposed that a permanent siting be agreed, subject to an annual review of the condition of the Tommy, accepting that it does belong to those who funded its purchase and they remain free to remove it whenever they wish to do. This proposal was unanimously accepted.
The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had met with Dorset Road Safety Team and agreed three locations for the Speed Indicator Device (SID), westbound and eastbound near Cookswell, and at White Pit, before the bend. Dorset Highways will fund the cost of two poles, from insurance proceeds, and the Parish Council will fund the cost of the third pole, which will be around £300. The Vehicle Activated Sign will be removed.  The PC will employ a contractor to rotate the SID on a monthly basis which is recommended, and there will not be a need to train anyone else to use the equipment.
646. PUBLIC SESSION

Two residents of Wessex Avenue raised concerns in respect of the planning application relating to 16 Wessex Avenue, these are detailed below.
647. UNITARY COUNCILLORS REPORT

The Unitary Councillor had sent apologies and no report had been received.
648. FOOTPATHS

Graham Rains reported that he had taken a circular walk around most of the village footpaths, including 29 and 31. All footpaths were all generally found to be clear, although muddy, stiles and gates were in good working order. Graham reported that the steps underneath the quarry need re-cutting due to badger activity and that there is an overgrown fingerpost at the corner of Everett’s Lane, which possibly needs clearing and re-setting. These have been reported to Dorset Rangers. A damaged stile near Bere Marsh drive had been reported by a resident of Child Okeford, though the landowner may be the Countryside Preservation Trust. 
Graham reported that he had received complaints that the Trailway cut had been too severe, but said that the bi-annual cut was necessary otherwise it became too difficult to manage and newly laid surfaces become sticky with dead leaves. Cllr Gasson had spoken to Graham Stanley and he had commented that the Trailway around Shillingstone was the better part of the route; other Trailway improvements were very expensive, it has apparently cost around £40,000 for the work around Sturminster Newton. 
The Chairman noted the recent the complaint regarding cyclists using the Trailway who did not give warnings to walkers, and said that this was putting off a lot of people from using the Trailway. He had made suggestions for improved signage to encourage cyclist and walkers to ‘share the space’ but these had not been taken up. Cllr Gasson noted that the Trailway Trust now has a new Chairman. Joe Hickish who is a cyclist, who could be approached. 
649. PLANNING

There were two applications to consider:

1) P/FUL/2020/00020

Land adjacent to White Pit Farm Cottages, White Pit, Shillingstone, DT11 0SZ, Erect 2 No dwellings, form new vehicular access and 4 parking spaces

The Chairman noted that this proposal had been briefly reviewed earlier this year following correspondence with the architect. Both properties were of red brick & flint construction, the plans incorporate bat and bee ‘bricks’ and the use of a recycled rainwater system. Cllr Gasson had referred this proposal to the former Neighbourhood Planning Committee and had not received any objections. It was noted that some of the Councillors had not received all of the email attachments, it seems due to mail inbox limits. It was noted that there were no near neighbours likely to be affected by the proposal and it was unanimously APPROVED.
2) P/FUL/2020/00098

16 Wessex Avenue Shillingstone Dorset DT11 0TG

Erection of 1 No. dwelling and form 4 No. parking spaces. Formation of new vehicular & pedestrian access (demolition of existing single storey extension)

Two residents, who also represented 5 neighbours, expressed concerns in relation to this proposal. They reported that site notices concerning the proposal had not been posted until 2nd December, and only found out about the plans by hearsay. Their primary concerns relate to the visual amenity of the dwelling, which will be obtrusive when seen from their property, which is directly opposite. They also stated that there will be significant loss of privacy, with their sitting room being overlooked from the study and landing of the new dwelling, and their garden would no longer be private. They noted that the applicants had made comparisons between this proposal and two other projects in the same road, but these were not comparable, those being discrete and set back from the road and not obtrusive. In general, they considered that the proposal is not in keeping with the cul-de-sac. They were also concerned in relation to the parking provision which is likely to impede the footpath and means a loss of on street parking, which is already difficult; they were also concerned about the access involving bin collection lorries for example, which would be made more difficult. Cllr Ridout noted that there would be a loss of full parking spaces with spaces overhanging the footpath. The residents advised that they will be seeking professional assistance with making an objection.  Cllr Suter noted that the northerly aspect of the dwelling would adversely affect the light in the road; he also thought that other recent infilling around the estate had very much changed the character of the area. The Chairman noted that other projects had though been approved in the past.
The Council unanimously agreed to OBJECT to the proposal and the Clerk would draft a suitable comment.  
650. FINANCES

i) a) Retrospective payments approved:

The list of payments had been circulated to councillors in advance. These were APPROVED. 

	Date
	Payee
	Ref
	 Total 
	Reason

	02/11/2020
	Cricket Club
	SO
	 £   333.00 
	Mowing

	05/11/2020
	Richard Watts
	BACS
	 £     45.00 
	Tennis Court Hedge Cut

	06/11/2020
	David Green
	BACS
	 £     37.50 
	Clerks Expenses

	12/11/2020
	Oldfields
	BACS
	 £     48.00 
	Covid-19 signage

	16/11/2020
	Parish Council websites
	BACS
	 £   400.00 
	Website hosting (old website - final account)

	23/11/2020
	Sturcomputers
	BACS
	 £     30.00 
	Resolve Outlook problem

	23/11/2020
	Stacey Hankin
	BACS
	 £     50.00 
	Cleaning

	25/11/2020
	Newglaze Windows
	BACS
	 £   894.40 
	Balance - new Pod Door

	27/11/2020
	ASL Blandford
	DEBIT
	 £      23.51
	Pod - additional keys

	30/11/2020
	Clifford T Shean
	BACS
	 £      46.20
	PAT testing

	30/11/2020
	David Green
	SO
	 £    613.42
	November 2020 pay


b) Payments approved:

Clerks expenses £ 77.55
651. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK

The Chairman reported that the Pod door had been replaced and keys issued to those who require access; he had installed Covid-19 signage at the Recreation Ground and Augustan Avenue. 

The issue with an overflowing and damaged dog waste bin at the Recreation Ground, raised by Cllr White, had been reported to Dorset Waste Partnership. The Chairman noted bins are regularly emptied but also noted that the proposal to install additional bins to the Trailway had not progressed because a request for funding assistance had not received a positive response. 
652. CORRESPONDENCE

i. Westleigh site – Blaze Contractors had advised that there were no further plans regarding the site until the New Year, although they had offered to tidy it up. The Chairman noted that the Council had subsequently learned from a neighbour that this may mean a further 12 to 18 months before there is any progress, and were not keeping the site tidy, which is unacceptable. The Chairman noted that the Clerk is meeting local residents and a representative of Blaze on 5th December to discuss the situation. Cllr McNamara pointed out the difference between how individual property owners are expected to maintain their properties and how building site owners are allowed to operate, and requested that the ‘conservation area’ status of the site should be checked.
ii. Crookhill Fire – the Chairman felt that Dorset Council’s communication of the impact of this on local refuse collections was very poor, and has made suitable comments to Cllr Batstone which will be fed back.  
iii. Covid-19 – an invitation had been received from Dr Richard Clark of Southampton University re participation in a study
iv. Road closure 9-12 February - the Council has been advised that letters to be sent to those affected.
v. Cllr Gasson reported attending a Climate Emergency meeting and raised several issues including the Trailway and flooding issues and had suggested planting trees along the river. 
The Chairman announced that after 8 years as Chairman he is stepping down from the Council and that his last meeting will be in January 2021.

653. TO AGREE ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Budget and precept approval
654. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting was confirmed as being on Thursday 7th January 2020 at 7:30 pm, by Zoom

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:35 p.m.
Signed:                                                              Chairman                              Date:


